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Pope’s Veto of Population Study 


Dooms Millions, Says Britisher 


A threatened boycott of the United Nations’ World Health Organization 
by Catholic representatives, which effectively paralyzed that body and pre- 
vented it from considering a recent resolution for study of world population 
problems, was protested by Lord Horder, chairman of the British Family 
Planning Association, in a letter published in the London Times of May 23. 


Lord Horder wrote: 


“By this form of veto they [Ro- 
man Catholic leaders] have possibly 
prevented action which might have 
saved millions of lives. . . . Roman 
Catholics have a right to act by their 
own creed and conscience, but the 
rest of the world should have the 
courage and determination to do the 
same. It would seem that in this 
matter the Roman Catholic ‘con- 
science doth make cowards of us 
a aea” 


Two weeks later, the Vatican news- 
paper, L’Osservatore Romano, again 
proclaimed the Holy See’s opposition 
to any study of population control 
measures by blasting the UN for 
what the newspaper termed a “cyn- 
ical policy,” apparently feeling that 
even to have allowed the Norwegian 
delegate to introduce the resolution 
was to display “cynicism.” 

“Behind the curtain of soothing 
resolutions and apparently innocu- 
ous paraphrases,” L’Osservatore de- 
clared, there had taken place for more 
than a year a “laborious weaving of 
a demographic [population] policy 
by the UN that aims at resolving the 
problem caused by the increase of 
births over deaths.” 

The article quoted Pope Pius 
XII’s October 29 address to Italian 
midwives, in which he said that “ev- 
ery human being, even the baby in 
the maternal womb, has the right to 
live.” Later, the Vatican “clarified” 
this by saying that a mother may 
“decide whether she wishes her child 
to be born at the cost of her own life.” 





POAU Fights New 
Papal Envoy Move 


As this issue goes to press, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee has 
eliminated the “safeguard” clause 
from the House-approved State De- 
partment appropriation bill (Church 
and State Newsletter, April and May, 
1952), making possible a new bid for 
funds to support “a small mission” 
at the Vatican. Senator Pat Mc- 
Carran, speaking as chairman of the 
subcommittee handling the bill, said 
that the members saw “no occasion 
to raise a religious issue in an appro- 
priation bill” by barring funds for 
diplomatic posts not approved by the 
Senate. (Congressman  Preston’s 
House amendment had imposed such 
a bar.) 

POAU Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer immediately warned that 
lifting of the bar would result in 
“seriously undermining American 
unity at a time of international crisis,” 
and chided Senator McCarran for 
himself “injecting a religious issue” 
by proposing that government funds 
should be used for church-state tie- 
ups such as that envisioned in the 
Vatican-mission move. “‘The safe- 
guard in the House bill was adopted 
because of a statesmanlike concern 
for American solidarity and the pres- 
ervation of our democratic institu- 
tions,” Archer declared. 


IKE LEAVES DOOR OPEN 
FOR VATICAN LINK 


Dwight D. Eisenhower, Republican 
presidential aspirant, indicated at a 
June 15 press conference in Detroit 
that he looks upon the question of 
U. S. diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican as one to be determined on 
the basis of making “advantageous 
connections” for this country. 

As summarized in the New York 
Times, his answer to a reporter’s ques- 
tion on this point was as follows: “He 
would deal with any questions about 
appointing an Ambassador to the 
Vatican on two grounds: that it was 
necessary to maintain all advanta- 
geous connections in the world, but 
that it was also necessary to main- 
tain a union of understanding be- 
tween the executive and the legisla- 
tive branches of the Government.” 

The Washington Post boiled Eisen- 
hower’s answer down to this: “Am- 
bassador to Vatican—United States 
should not deny itself advantageous 
connections. In such a matter, how- 
ever, ‘the consensus of opinion of our 
people’ would determine this action.” 


Political Fog 


Ike’s answer was vague, but no 
more so than the answers given pre- 
viously by rival candidates Kefauver 
and Taft (Church and State News- 
letter, March and April, 1952). Al- 
though this presidential year boasts a 
banner crop of candidates, not one 
has taken a forthright stand on the 
Vatican issue. Only one thing is clear 
—appointment of an ambassador, 
minister or “personal representative 
of the President” to the Vatican is 
still a possibility, and the best means 
of preventing it is a relentless vigi- 
lance on the part of the public, who 
must continue to make their senti- 
ments known to Senators, Congress- 
men, party leaders and presidential 
candidates. 








An Editorial 


‘Sacrilege’ and the Law 
—The High Court Rules 


The May 26 United States Supreme Court decision in the case of ‘The 
Miracle’ was a heartening reaffirmation of America’s belief in freedom of 


thought. 


The Court followed the Jeffersonian precept that error alone needs 


the support of government, while truth can stand on its own feet. 
When New York State suppressed the showing of “The Miracle” because 


the picture contained ideas abhorrent 
to Francis Cardinal Spellman, it was 
suppressing the people’s right to think 
for themselves. Now that New York 
has been overruled by the Supreme 
Court, everyone is free to see or not 
to see “The Miracle,” to praise the 
film or condemn it, and no govern- 
ment official may order a halt to this 
democratic process. 

With rare unanimity, the nine jus- 
tices saw the issue for what it was, 
and acted accordingly. The wisdom 
of their decision was so manifest that 
it has been hailed even by two Ro- 
man Catholic publications whose ed- 
itors have had sufficient courage to 
depart from the “line” laid down by 
their colleagues. The /ndiana Cath- 
olic and Record observed that the de- 
cision was a good one even from the 
standpoint of Catholic self-interest, 
for religious minorities, ““which means 
every individual denomination in our 
country, could conceivably find ‘prior 
restraint’ of motion pictures develop- 
ing into a more serious danger to 
their welfare than the possibility of 
insult and offense to their religious 
sentiments inherent in a free motion 
picture industry. ...”’ The lay week- 
ly, Commonweal, saw the decision as 
one which preserved ‘the uniquelv 
lay character of the American State,” 
and averted the danger of the civil 
power “playing the role of theologian 
by attempting to determine a prop- 
erly religious concept.” But the 
“line” pursued by the hierarchy as a 
whole found typical expression in the 
NC (National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference news service) story which was 
headlined in the Brooklyn Tablet: 
“*“MIRACLE’ RULING RAISES 
PROBLEMS--Opens Way for Flood 
of Obscene Literature Through 
Mails.” 


The Facts 


The NC writer, J. J. Gilbert, was 
able to depict this dire consequence 
of the decision only by completely 
ignoring its contents. Justice Tom 
Clark, speaking for the Court, made 
it clear that ideas, not morals, were 
involved in this case, and that the 
decision did not apply to the question 
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of “whether a state may censor mo- 
tion pictures under a clearly drawn 
statute designed and applied to pre- 
vent the showing of obscene films.” 
Cardinal Spellman’s complaint against 
“The Miracle” was on grounds of 
“sacrilege,” not “obscenity,” and, as 
Justice Frankfurter pointed out in 
his concurring opinion, no Vatican 
spokesman sought government sup- 
pression of the Fim in Italy, although 
the Lateran Agreement and the Ital- 
ian Constitution call for the banning 
of works of art which are offensive to 
the Catholic religion. 

The United States Government, of 
course, differs sharply from the Ital- 
ian in that it does not hold the propa- 
gation or defense of religious doc- 
trines to be a state function. On this 
point, Cardinal Spellman and his fol- 
lowers would do well to consider a 
suggestion of Justice Jackson’s in his 
recent Zorach case dissent: “It is pos- 
sible to hold a faith with enough 
confidence to believe that what should 
be rendered to God does not need to 
be decided and collected by Caesar.” 





Nun-Teachers Barred 
By Missouri Judge 


Public educational policy in Mis- 
souri is ‘so different from the policy 
of the Roman Catholic Church toward 
the desirability of the combination of 
religious and secular education, that 
said policies of the State of Missouri 
and the Roman Catholic Church can- 
not be effectuated in any single 
school at the same time. The said 
policies are utterly inconsistent and 
mutually exclusive.” So ruled Circuit 
Judge Emmett J. Crouse in Franklin 
County, Mo., in a recent taxpayers’ 
suit against clerical malpractices in 
several “public” schools. The Mis- 
souri Association for Free Public 
Schools, a POAU affiliate, is pressing 
a similar action at Jefferson City. 

Judge Crouse held further that nuns 
of the Order of Poor School Sisters of 
Notre Dame and of the Order of Sis- 
ters of the Adoration of the Most 
Precious Blood of O'Fallon are, by 
virtue of their vows of poverty and 
obedience to church authorities, ‘“dis- 
qualified from employment as teachers 
in the free public schools of Missouri.” 

















tite 


New York POAU Chapter 
Filed ‘Miracle’ Brief 


A brief opposing state suppression 
of films for “sacrilege” was filed by 
the Metropolitan Committee for Reli- 
gious Liberty, New York POAU affil- 
iate, in connection with the “Miracle” 
case which was decided by the Sy- 
preme Court on May 26. The brief 
was written by Herman Seid, attor- 
ney, who is currently serving as presi- 
dent of the chapter. The Court's 
unanimous opinion upheld the view 
taken by Seid. 











Vancouver Catholics 
Told ‘How to Vote’ 


“.. . Catholics should be clear on 
how to vote” when election day 
rolls around in British Columbia, 
the Catholic Education Association of 
the province declared recently as it 
announced a program of political ac- 
tion aimed at electing candidates who 
favor state aid for parochial schools. 

Rex Paxton, executive secretary of 
the Association, described the plan as 
follows: Roman Catholic block and 
poll captains will report to parishes in 
all Greater Vancouver constituencies, 
the parishes will in turn report to 
constituency committees and the con- 
stituency committees will relay the 
reports to the central Association of- 
fice, which will then announce which 
candidates in each constituency are 
most favorable to Catholic demands. 





Plan now to attend POAU’s fifth 
National Conference on Church and 
State, January 14-15, 1953, in Wash- 
ington, D.C. Dr. Charles J. Turck, 
president of Macalester College, will 
be the principal speaker. 
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| NEWS From Jar and Near | 


@ Retail stores in Montreal, Canada, have won their fight against 
a municipal ordinance requiring them to close on certain Roman 
Catholic holidays. The Montreal Superior Court declared the law 
unconstitutional on June 17. 

@ Denied his diploma for having refused to attend a Sunday baccalaureate 
service in the Monongahela (Pennsylvania) High School auditorium, Paul P. 
Parish, as quoted in the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph of May 29, deciared: “I 
always thought that in this country school boards were supposed to respect 
a person’s religious convictions.” Young Parish, a Roman Catholic, felt 
that he could not attend the baccalaureate service in good conscience. But 
Schools Superintendent John Dorr said that “board policy” required attend- 
ance of all graduating students at each of three commencement ceremonies, 
including the Sunday baccalaureate. When Parish presented himself in cap 
and gown to receive his diploma at a Wednesday evening ceremony, he was 
handed an envelope containing torn newspapers. Later, however, the school 
board unanimously voted that Parish and two other students who had missed 
the baccalaureate should receive their diplomas by mail. 

@ The people of Israel are “seething with resentment” over the 
“iron religious control” exercised by the country’s Orthodox rab- 
binate, Rabbi Joshua Trachtenberg of New York told the sixty-third 
annual convention of the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
in Buffalo recently. Rabbi Trachtenberg was reporting on a five- 
month survey he had made in Israel. 

@ Using the familiar argument of “double taxation,’ Roman Catholic 
leaders in Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, have asked town officials to take over 
the operation of their parochial schools. They propose that the town either 
allocate the tax payments of Catholic residents for the upkeep of their 
parochial schools, or “lease existing parochial schools which can then be oper- 
ated by the School Board.” But Protestant spokesmen have made it clear 
that they “don’t want to pay for the spread of Catholicism,” and promised 
court action if the demands are granted. 

@ Archbishop Victor Manuel Sanabria of San Jose, Costa Rica, 
died on June 8. One of his last acts, only a week before his death, 
was to order all parish priests under his jurisdiction to preach ser- 
mons against the newspaper “La Nacion” for having published 
“Baptist propaganda.” 

@ Court orders have been sought by medical authorities in several recent 
cases to authorize blood transfusions for patients whose families objected 
on the ground that the Bible forbids them to “eat blood.” The objectors 
have usually been members of Jehovah’s Witnesses who base their stand on 
their own construction of Genesis 9:4. But judges who have authorized 
doctors to proceed with transfusions in cases where the patient himself did 
not object, or where the patient was a child, have reasoned that matters 
of life and death must take precedence over narrow conscientious qualms. 
Believers in separation of church and state may well draw a moral from this: 
Democratic states must sometimes override the religious convictions of dis- 
senting individuals, but only on those rare occasions when some supreme 
social value—such as the preservation of life—is involved. When medical 
opinion indicates that only a transfusion will cheat death, the doctor’s con- 
science, supported by social necessity, would seem to outweigh the conscience 
of an objecting relative of the patient. 

@ Generalissimo Francisco Franco recently gave his recipe for 
defeating Communism to the Spanish parliament. He called for 
“all kinds of safeguards for the spiritual principles which are the 
main source of our strength,” and said that “agnosticism” would 
not do as a counter to “Communist atheism.” The West, the dictator 
insisted, must pay “due tribute to the paramount importance which 
religion should have,” and must act “with a religious affirmation 
of the value of the human personality, a complete rejection of ma- 
terialism and the implicit recognition of the need to administer 
justice and the State by means of spiritual institutions.” 

@ Recent statements by Roman Catholic leaders in various countries re- 
garding their attitude towards political action have been about as consistent 
as the patterns in a crazy-quilt. At_the same time that Church spokesmen 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Good Work Is Appreciated 


“Following the report of our Board 
member and delegate from the Cleve- 
land Chapter of POAU, Mr. Richard 
Jackson, who attended the convention 
in Washington, D. C., the Board of 
Deacons and Deaconesses of the Avon 
Lake Congregational Church wishes 
to commend you on the vigorous ac- 
tion your organization has taken to 
defend civil rights and liberties. 


“Our minister, the Rev. Paul J. 
Folino, has always taken an active in- 
terest in your work, and has made a 
sincere effort to acquaint the Church 
membership with your problems and 
purposes. 

“We do feel that many earnest and 
selflessly dovoted men such as Mr. 
Glenn Archer should realize that there 
are many people, unknown to them 
personally, who appreciate and support 
their aims.”—Letter from Francis B. 
Patrick, secretary, Board of Deacons 
and Deaconesses, Avon Lake (Ohio) 
Congregational Church. 














PUBLIC SCHOOL CRITIC 
EMBRACES CATHOLICISM 


Admission into the Roman Cath- 
olic Church is being sought by Wil- 
liam C. Kernan, former associate rec- 
tor of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of St. James the Less, Scars- 
dale, N. Y. Kernan, a militant foe 
of the Scarsdale public school admin- 
istration, submitted his resignation to 
the Episcopal church rector, the Rev. 
Harry Price, recently, and simulta- 
neously announced his conversion to 
Roman Catholicism. The Rt. Rev. 
Horace W. Donegan, bishop of the 
New York Episcopal diocese, imme- 
diately took the formal steps neces- 
sary to terminate Kernan’s connection 
with the church. 

Only a few days before Kernan’s 
resignation, Scarsdale voters, in a 
school board election, overwhelming- 
ly repudiated attacks on the board 
which had been made by the Commit- 
tee of Ten and the Citizens Commit- 
tee—attacks in which Kernan had 
played a prominent part. The school 
board had been charged with allow- 
ing Communist infiltration into the 
schools. 

In announcing his intention to en- 
ter the Roman Catholic Church, Ker- 
nan said his decision was not “espe- 
cially” connected with the schools 
controversy and that his conversion 
“would have happened in any case.” 





The Church and State Newsletter 
will not be published in August. The 
next issue will be dated September 
1952. 








TWO MORE AUTHORS JOIN ‘GOOD 
COMPANY’ ON VATICAN INDEX 


All the works of Alberto Moravia, currently popular Italian novelist, and 
the late André Gide, French author and Nobel Prize winner, have been “ex- 
plicitly” condemned and placed upon the Vatican Index of Forbidden Books, 
the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office announced recently in Rome. 





Pious Torturers 





( “. . « high on the wall, recessed in 
) a lighted niche, was an image of the 
Virgin of Lujan, cynically placed 5 
as to appear to be eternally blessing 
the daily events of the institution. 

-"—From Inside Peron’s Secret 


















Upon hearing the news, Moravia noted that Benedetto Croce, Gabriele 


D’Annunzio and Luigi Pirandello, 
three of the greatest modern Italian 
writers, are also on the Index, and 
declared: “I am in good company.” 
Before Gide’s death in February, 
1951, his works had been banned in 
the Soviet zone of East Germany; 
now that the Roman Catholic Church 
has also banned his works, it would 
seem that only persons who live in 
free countries or belong to democratic 
organizations may read them. 


Although in recent times compara- 
tively few authors have been placed 
on the Index for “explicit”? condem- 
nation, the Roman Catholic Church 
maintains an elaborate and world- 
wide system of censorship under 
which millions of books are “implic- 
itly” condemned according to general 
rules applied in each locality by the 
prelate who has jurisdiction. A re- 
cent book by the Rev. Redmond A. 
Burke of the Clerics of St. Viator ex- 
plains the system of censorship in 
great detail. In What Is the Index? 
(Bruce Publishing Company, Mil- 
waukee, $2.75), Father Burke quotes 
Canon 1384 as follows: 


“The Church has the duty to demand 
that Catholics shall not publish books 
which she has not examined in advance. 
She has also the right to forbid for a 
just reason books published by others. 

“Whatever is prescribed under this 
title regarding books, shall be likewise 
applied to newspapers, periodicals, and 
all other published writings unless the 
contrary is established.” 


Seeking to make its system of con- 
trol complete and ironclad, the 
Church has endeavored to provide 
for every eventuality. Permission to 
read forbidden books may be obtained 
by individuals who need to consult 
them for professional reasons or in 
the interests of the Church—but for- 
mal application in writing must be 
made for the permission. Typical 
forms are given on pages 70 and 71 
of What Is the Index? (see reproduc- 
tion here). 


Bears Out Blanshard 


All of the 129 pages of Father 
Burke’s book furnish corroboration of 
the statements on Roman Catholic 
censorship made by Paul Blanshard 
in his two books, American Free- 
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( Torture Chambers, article by Dr. 
( Alberto Caride in the June 28 Collier's, 
detailing how he was called upon “to 
stay the ebbing lives of a dictator's 
torture victims in order that their 
anguish might be prolonged by further 
torture.” 








dom and Catholic Power and Com- 
munism, Democracy and Catholic 
Power—including Blanshard’s state- 
ment (American Freedom and Cath- 
(Continued on next page) 





(Signature of Applicant) 


Form {1 


| request permission to read and to keep the following 
forbidden books. 


Author 






| promise to read and keep these forbidden books only 
where there is true necessity. | likewise promise that 
none will fall into the hands of others. | shall avoid 
all occasions of scandal in my study of these works. 


These above-mentioned books or periodicals which | am 
to use do not, as far as | know, explicitly incite to heresy 
or schism, nor do they attempt to undermine the founda- 
tions of religion and are neither explicitly immoral or 
obscene. 


This permission is requested on the following grounds: 

(Cite one.) 

Rl eR TE Seer 
(Mention subject field and educational institution.) 

ee eae: 
(Mention the specific occasion.) 

3. For editorial work. 

4. For advanced studies as a scholar. 

5. For fulfillment of one’s position as the librarian of 
the institution. 

6. For civic evaluation either as a judge or as a legal 
consultant. 

7. For safeguarding the Catholic religion in secular 

circles. 





(Signature of applicant) 







Besides the local Ordinary, permission to read forbidden 
books may be received from either the pope or the Congrega- 
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POAU Ailestones 


November 20, 1947. Steering committee completes plans for 
formation of POAU. 


January 12, 1948. POAU Manifesto issued, making front-page 
headlines. 


January 23, 1948. POAU constitution and by-laws adopted. 


January 26, 1948. National Catholic Welfare Conference is- 
sues blast by Archbishop John T. McNicholas. POAU replies 
March 8 with Open Letter dealing with North College Hill 
(Ohio), Dixon (New Mexico) and other cases. 


January 29, 1948. POAU is incorporated. Dr. Joseph M. Daw- 
gon serving as acting director. 


March 8, 1948. Supreme Court holds Champaign (Illinois) 
“released time” system unconstitutional. 


May 15, 1948. First issue of “Church and State Newsletter.” 


June 15, 1948. Dixon residents file suit to halt parochializa- 
tion of New Mexico public schools. POAU is in close touch 
with plaintiffs, and helps to publicize case. 


July 28, 1948. Glenn L. Archer, dean of the law school, Wash- 
burn University, Topeka, Kansas, accepts post of executive 
director of POAU. One of his first tasks is to warn the public 
of efforts to include parochial schools in federal benefits. 


August 16, 1948. POAU opens its own headquarters at 1835 
K Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


September 30, 1948. Executive Director Archer tells annual 
convention of Methodist laymen at Bloomington, IIl., that 
“Protestant apathy and ecclesiastical aggression combine to 
destroy all the gains of the Protestant Reformation.” Calls 
for a reawakening of the free spirit in America. 


November 4, 1948. Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam is 
designated principal speaker at POAU’s First National Con- 
ference on Church and State, scheduled for January 27, 1949 
in Constitution Hall. 


January 26-27, 1949. POAU holds First National Conference 
on Church and State. At Constitution Hall session, Bishop 
Oxnam declares that the preservation of liberty requires Amer- 
icans who are fully “alerted and committed” to the task. Ex- 
ecutive Director Archer announces plan to purchase a building 
to serve as permanent national headquarters. 


February 25, 1949. POAU purchases building at 1633 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C., as permanent 
national headquarters. 


March 8, 1949. First POAU state chapter is established in 
Georgia following meeting in Atlanta. 


March 12, 1949. A ban on the operation of parochial schools 
as “public” schools is ordered by Judge E. Turner Hensley 
of New Mexico’s first judicial district in ruling in famous Dixon 
Case. Decision also bars employment of garbed nuns and other 
abuses. Attorney E. Hilton Jackson, a POAU leader, partici- 
pated in case. 

(To be continued) 
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Christ’s Mission 
Aids Converts 


“At this moment we have in our 
files appeals for help from priests who 
have written to us from many 
of this country, and from Canada, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Central and 
South America, Portugal, France, 
Italy, England, Switzerland and 
Iraq,” declares Dr. Walter M. Mon- 
tano, executive director of Christ’s 
Mission, in a recent letter which 
graphically outlines the rescue work 
performed by his organization. 

The organization, founded by 
former Roman Catholic priests to aid 
others who can no longer conscien- 
tiously uphold the authoritarianism 
of the Roman church, is literally 
swamped with pleas for aid from 
“disillusioned priests,” Dr. Montano 
declares. The address of Christ’s 
Mission is 160 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10, N. Y. 


INDEX 


(Continued from page 4) 

olic Power, page 182) that the “least 
important part of the Catholic censor- 
ship system is the part that is com- 
monly supposed to be most impor- 
tant.” As Father Burke repeatedly 
points out, it is not the formal listing 
of a comparatively small number of 
books on the official Index which con- 
stitutes the heart of the clerical sys- 
tem of thought control, but rather 
the general principles and classifica- 
tions of condemned types of litera- 
ture as interpreted and applied in 
each diocese by the Ordinary. 

Although many Catholics as well 
as non-Catholics ignore the Index 
and choose their own reading matter 
without benefit of clerical guidance, 
the effects of the Catholic censorship 
system are felt far beyond the con- 
fines of the Church. Many publish- 
ers, editors, motion picture, radio and 
television producers follow the gen- 
eral principles of the Catholic Index 
for “business” reasons, out of fear 
that boycotts and smear attacks 
would ensue if they did not. Cur- 
rently, the radio and television indus- 
tries, in particular, are falling back 
before a reign of terror launched by 
self - proclaimed “anti - Communists” 
who use both clerical and secular 
journals for their attacks. Merle 
Miller, a former editor of Yank and 
reporter for Time and Harper’s, ana- 
lyzes this radio-television ultur- 
kampf in his new book, The Judges 
and the Judged (Doubleday, $2.50), 
foreword by Robert E. Sherwood. 
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 





Winners of three POAU scholarship awards made recently to students at Mercer Uni- 


versity, Macon, Georgia, are pictured above. They are: Eleanor Davidson, first-place winner 
(front row, center); Earl Shires, second-place winner (behind Miss Davidson and to her 
right); and Marvin Pulliam, third-place winner (immediately behind Miss Davidson). 


NEWS From Far and Near 


(Continued from page 3) 





in Austria and Ecuador were renouncing all “political” ties, Church spokes- 
men in Italy were beating the drum for certain political parties in coming 
municipal elections. At Mariazell, Austrian Catholic clergymen and laymen, 
meeting to plan a “Catholic Day” rally to be held in September, called for 
a “free church in a free society” and renounced alliances with the govern- 
ment or any political party, but demanded that the state aid Church schools 
and “recognize” Church marriages. In Quito, Ecuador, the Papal Nuncio, 
Msgr. Efren Forni, yielded to government pressure and issued “terminant 
orders to the Ecuadorian episcopate and religious orders’’ to stay out of the 
current presidential election campaign. Italian Catholics were told by the 
Vatican newspaper, Osservatore Romano, and by bishops and priests, that 
they must vote for the Christian Democratic (Catholic) party as a “sacred 
duty,” while Communist leader Palmiro Togliatti replied that the ‘“over- 
whelming majority of Italian Communists are Catholics. . . .” 


@ The Rev. Dr. J. Henry Carpenter, a leader of the National 
Council of Churches and executive secretary of the New York City 
Protestant Council’s Brooklyn Division, was recently denied a pass- 
port to visit Japan by the U. S. State Department on the ground 
that his trip would not be in the “best interests” of the United 
States. The action was first revealed in a sermon of protest given 
by Dr. John Paul Jones, pastor of the Union Church of Bay Ridge. 
A week later, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam told the annual meeting 
of the New York East Methodist Conference that “self-appointed 
guardians” of our national welfare are playing “the Red game of 
setting American against American, of creating distrust and divi- 
sion and of turning us from the problems that must be solved in 
order to become impregnable. ...” He said that State Department 
yielding to such pressure is hampering U. S. missionaries. 


@ Residents of the Tarrytown-North Tarrytown, N. Y., school district 
recently rejected a proposal for publicly supported bus transportation for 
parochial school pupils by a vote of 711 to 49. The proposal would have 
allocated $3,885 to cover transportation costs of 36 pupils attending Arch- 
bishop Stepinac High School of White Plains. .. . Meanwhile, the Catholic 
Parents Association of suburban Mound (Minneapolis), Minn., is continu- 
ing its campaign for free bus transportation. 


6 





Franco Lobbyist Throws 


Punch at Drew Pearson 


Charles Patrick Clark, atto 
and Washington lobbyist for the goy. 
ernment of Spain, “replied” to recent 
criticisms of himself in Drew Pear. 
son’s Washington Merry-Go-Round 
column by punching the columnist on 
June 18 in the lobby of the May. 
flower Hotel. Pearson swore out an 
assault warrant against Clark. 


One of the Pearson columns which 
irked Clark appeared on June 9, and 
commented on Clark’s apparent in. 
fluence over Congressman Eugene 
Keogh of New York. Excerpts fol. 
low: 


“Keogh was elected to Congress jy 
1938, but for 11 years he took no appre. 
ciable interest in Spain. . . . 

“Then, after 11 silent years in Con. 
gress, Keogh suddenly became the cham- 
pion of Dictator Franco. He littered 
the Congressional Record with state. 
ments and editorials favorable to Spain, 
He interrupted congressional debates to 
defend Spain. He offered an amend- 
ment to include Spain in Marshall Plan 
handouts. 

“This began in 1949. It was in 1949 
also that Congressman Keogh was seen 
frequently in the company of Franco's 
lobbyist, amiable, likable Charles Pat- 
rick Clark, who now draws $100,000 
annually from the Spanish Embassy, 
though in 1949 he drew only $50,000. 

“On October 8, 1949, Congressman 
Keogh paid a visit to Dictator Franco in 
Madrid in company with another Franco 
enthusiast, Sen. Owen Brewster 
(R-Me.). Lobbyist Charles Patrick 
Clark was in Madrid with them. .. .” 


The Franco regime’s record of iron- 
fisted totalitarian rule belies the de- 
scription of “Christian Spain” applied 
to it by Roman Catholic churchmen. 
And the punch which Charles Patrick 
Clark threw at Drew Pearson is an- 
other demonstration of the “Chris- 
tian” character of the partisans of 
that church-state dictatorship. 





Have You Changed Your 
Address? 


The Newsletter’s mailing depart- 
ment needs to know when you change 
your mailing address. Please send in 
old or wrong address as it may appear 
on the Newsletter or envelope, with 
mew or corrected address indicated 
alongside it. This will help bring the 
Newsletter fo you regularly and 
promptly. 
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precautionary Tale’ 
_—With Discrepancies 


Under the heading, “Precautionary 
Tale,” David Dempsey, writing in the 
New York Times Book Review of De- 
cember 2, 1951, explained Harper’s 
delay in publishing James M. 
Q'Neill’s long-awaited book, Catholi- 
cism and American Freedom, in the 
following terms: 

« .. To keep the controversy on 
a high level, Harper has done an al- 
most unprecedented thing in publish- 
ing: it offered to let Mr. Blanshard 
have a look at the final section—‘The 
Blanshard Plan for America’—before 
ublication. 

“Somewhat astounded, Mr. Blan- 
shard agreed, read the section and 
like a good disputant spoke up. No, 
‘The Blanshard Plan for America’ did 
not strike him as a fair statement of 
his position. Was he willing to be 
gecific? He was. In an eight-page 
letter Blanshard outlined his criti- 
cism, including alleged inaccuracies 
about himself. To avoid misunder- 
standings that would inevitably arise 
in view of the subject-matter, Harper 
then and there decided to hold up 
publication and allow Mr. Blanshard 
the courtesy of reading the whole 
book... .” 


Story Contradicted 


But the Times Book Review’s ver- 
son of the incident bears little re- 
semblance to the facts as stated by 
Paul Blanshard in his new Beacon 
Press pamphlet, My Catholic Critics 
(50c, available from POAU). Blan- 
shard writes: 


“Mr. O’Neill . . . began advertising 
himself as author of ‘an exposure of 
Blanshard’ almost three years before 
the final publication of his book. 
After he had made a number of wildly 
irresponsible charges before Catholic 
forums, I wrote to his publishers, 
Harper and Brothers, in July 1950, 
asking that, as a precaution against 
distortion, I should be permitted to 
tad the manuscript before it went to 
press. This was not granted, but I 
finally secured, with the consent of 
the publisher, a copy of the book in 
page proof in October 1951, after it 
had been made into plates and sched- 
uled for publication that month. I 
immediately notified Harper’s that 
the book contained many extrava- 
gantly distorted passages which had 
obviously not been properly checked 
by the branch of the publishing firm 
responsible for review. (It should 
te said parenthetically that the Re- 
ligious Department of Harper’s had 
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Blanshard Replies 


MY CATHOLIC CRITICS 





Paul Blanshard’s new pamphlet (above) 
may be ordered from POAU. Use form below. 
Please send me copies of 
My Catholic Critics (50c each), for 
which I enclose $ (check 


or money order). 
Name 
Address 


City State 


NAC Lesion 


We note with deep sorrow the re- 
cent death of Arthur B. Moehlman, 
distinguished educator and member 
of POAU’s National Advisory Coun- 
cil. Dr. Moehlman was widely known 
as the editor of The Nation’s Schools. 
Other members of his family are 
prominent in educational circles, in- 
cluding Dr. Conrad H. Moehlman, 
professor emeritus of church history 
at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School 
and an authority on church-state re- 
lations. 








nothing to do with this publication.) 
Harper’s immediately held up the 
publication of the O’Neill opus until 
the next year, and finally cut out the 
most vulnerable portions from the 
text. But when the amended work 
was finally published almost six 
months after the announced publica- 
tion date, it still contained many 
statements and inferences which were 
clearly false... .” 

Blanshard adds that most of the 
analysis which appears in his new 
pamphlet was submitted to Harper’s 
in December, 1951. in a detailed 60- 
page memorandum on the O’Neill 
proofs. 


Drop Religious Test, 
Quebec Judge Urges 


The province of Quebec was chided 
recently by Montreal Superior Court 
Judge Joseph Archambault for stub- 
bornly clinging to a religious test for 
court witnesses in civil cases even 
though no other Canadian province 
applies such a test today. Writing 
in the Quebec Bar Review, Judge 
Archambault observed: 

“Before taking an oath a witness 
may be examined by one or other of 
the parties on his religious beliefs: 
he cannot be allowed to take an oath 
or give evidence if he does not believe 
in God and in the existence of recom- 
pense and punishment after death. 

‘“. . Numerous are the agnostics, 
unbelievers or conscientious doubters 
who are perfectly honest and of im- 
peccable character, who live a family 
and social life beyond reproach and 
who would tell nothing but the truth 
in evidence. 

“Numerous, unfortunately, are the 
persons who are ostensibly very reli- 
gious but who do not hesitate to com- 
mit perjury indirectly or by mental 
reservations. .. . 

“T am more inclined to believe a 
person who has the frankness and 
courage to admit a doubt of future 
recompense and punishment at the 
risk of seeing himself refused permis- 
sion to give useful evidence, than the 
person who is ready to declare falsely 
his religious beliefs so as not to be 
prevented from giving false evidence 
in his own interest or that of his 
friends.” 





All Others Out of Step 

“The shibboleth of the hour is the 
cult of the open mind. The Catholic 
Church is almost the sole defender of 
the power of the human mind to know 
the truth.’—The Rev. Joseph V. 
Kerr, in baccalaureate sermon at St. 
John’s University, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


(Cut out and Mail) 
paar HERE IS MY GIFT 





Believing in the work you are doing | 
"iy ll RE a 


(Make check payable to POAU, 1633 
Mass. Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.) 


() ! wish to become a member ($3 or 
more) 


(_] Please RENEW my Membership. 
(_] This is payment on pledge. 


Name 


Mailing Address 
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POPPE 


Avert This Calamity! 


“There is but one point in refer. 
ence to which any feelings of alarm 
are in the smallest degree justifiable 
—this is the public school system. We 
could suffer no national calamity more 
far-reaching in its effects than would 
be implied in the abandonment of our 
system of nonsectarian schools; and 
it is a very unfortunate thing for 
man, or body of men, to be identified 
with opposition thereto. But it must 
be borne in mind that hostility to the 
public schools is not really a question 
of sects at all; it is merely an illus. 
tration of the survival or importation 
here of the utterly un-American and 
thoroughly Old-World idea of the 
subordination of the layman to the 
priest. Not a few Protestant clergy. 
men oppose our public schools on the 
one hand, and an ever-increasing num- 
ber of Catholic laymen support them 
on the other. .. . 

“The fight is not one between 
creeds; it is an issue between intel- 
ligent American laymen of every faith 
on the one hand, and ambitious, fool- 
ish, or misguided supporters of a 
worn-out system of clerical govern- 
ment on the other—these supporters 
including Episcopalians and Presbyter- 
ians as well as Catholics. Our public 
school system is here to stay; it can- 
not be overturned; whenever hurt, 
even, it is only at the much greater 
cost of the person hurting it... .”— 
Theodore Roosevelt, as quoted in the 
“Scottish Rite News Bulletin.” 











BAPTISTS TO STUDY 
FEDERAL VIOLATIONS 


The extent to which the federal 
government allows use of its tax 
funds by sectarian groups will be the 
subject of a specialized study by the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs, Dr. Joseph M. Dawson, ex- 
ecutive director of the commit- 
tee and recording secretary of POAU, 
announced recently. C. E. Bryant, 
head of the public relations depart- 
ment of Baylor University, Waco, 
Texas, will come to Washington on a 
leave of absence from his university 
post in order to direct the study, and 
POAU’s national office has offered to 
cooperate in the accumulation of 
data. 

The study will concern itself im- 
partially with all violations of the 
principle of church-state separation, 
whether by Protestant, Catholic, or 
other religious groups, Dr. Dawson 
declared. “In addition,” he noted, 
“it will inquire into minor infringe- 
ments, admittedly in the twilight 
zone, but frequently alleged to give 
evidence of the interlocking of church 
and state.” 
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